
When the Clean Water Team repairs or rehabilitates 
sewer lines, the pipes must be free of wastewater.  The 

wastewater that normally �ows through these pipes must be 
diverted.  Bypass pumping is used to temporarily divert the 
wastewater through above-ground pipes that will feed into a 
downsteam access structure or manhole.

Bypass Pumping

Every attempt is made to locate the temporary bypass 
lines where they will cause the least impact to the 

traveling public.  They may be located down the middle 
of the street, however, depending on the location of the 
manholes that are being used.  Barricade plans require 
tra�c control along the bypass pumping route for the 
duration of the project.  It is not uncommon to see tra�c 

cones or barricades, without seeing workers in the area of 
the bypass pipes.

Above-ground pipelines are attached to suction pumps at 
an upstream manhole.  The bypass pumping lines bring 

the wastewater back into the public system at a downstream 
manhole.  While the wastewater is not �owing through the 
original pipelines, they may be rehabilitated or even replaced.

Bypass pumping is safe, as the pipes are made of a rigid, 
sturdy material, that hold up even if a car drives over them.  

When the Clean Water Team has bypass pumps in operation, 
the suction pumps are manned 24 hours a day.  The pipes are 
thoroughly inspected every hour.  Odor control technologies 
are also utilized at both the suction pits and the receiving access 
structure to reduce the impacts.
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